
Annual General Meeting
The fourth Annual General Meeting of the Trust 
was held on 25 January 2014, at Christ the King 
church, Filey Close. 32 People attended. The 
Mayor of Stevenage, Cllr Jack Pickersgill, 
spoke enthusiastically on the importance of 
lifelong learning and the enjoyment it brings. 
Two students, Humphrey Mwamatandala and 
Fiona Currey told us about the courses they are 
studying and their hopes for the future. The 
Revd Mervyn Terrett, who has been chairman 
since the Trust was founded five years ago, 
announced that he was stepping down from 
that office but that he would remain a trustee. 
He then welcomed the new chairman, Jim 
Wilcock. The meeting ended with very good 
refreshments kindly provided by Rosemary 
Cooper, Pat Haines and other supporters.

Ely Degree Ceremony

Standing: Martin Kenward, -,-,-, Cliff Ireton, Mgt Ashby, -
Seated:  John Rutter, Prof Tim Blackman, Mayor of Ely

We were pleasantly surprised to receive an 
invitation for two trustees to attend the Open 
University's Eastern Region degree ceremony at 
Ely Cathedral on May 31st.  Margaret Ashby 
and Clifford Ireton  represented the Trust and 
we had a most enjoyable time, being 
entertained to a 'Celebration Tea' and then 
donning our academic robes and taking part in 
the procession through the crowded cathedral 
to the platform, where were welcomed by name 
as representatives of the Trust. An added bonus 
was the presence of the composer John Rutter, 
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who was made an Honorary Doctor of the 
Open University at the ceremony. 

Waitrose Grant
We were very pleased to receive a cheque for 
£299 from the Waitrose community budget. 
Many thanks to them and to all our supporters 
who put their green tokens in our box.

Hertfordshire University
The Trust was founded to help Stevenage 
residents studying with the Open University or 
on certain other higher education courses, as 
funds allow. In the past we have occasionally 
helped mature Stevenage students of 
Hertfordshire University (UH) and earlier this 
year we formalised an arrangement with the 
UH Dean of Students, whereby information 
about the Trust at the UH is directed solely at 
postgraduate Stevenage students, for whom no
 other grants are available.  
We are very happy to be able to help our county 
university.

Grants awarded 
The first half of 2014 has been exceptionally 
busy. We have so far given out 28 grants and 
are now receiving applications from students 
preparing for the coming academic year. We 
receive many appreciative letters and quote two 
here:-
From Matthew Whalley
I'd just like to write to confirm receipt of the cheque 
to help towards the costs of my final year's study at 
the Open University for my Open Degree. It's been 
a long road for me. After leaving university halfway 
through due to financial problems, it has taken me a 
number of years to get back to finishing my studies, 
but thanks to your fantastic Trust and the Open 
University, I'm finally here and on the home 
straight! Without your support I would have 
struggled to pay for the upcoming 60 credit module 
in time and would have risked losing my lower-rate 
OU fees and be forced to pay the full sum, 
something I doubt I would have been  able to do.
I'll keep you updated on my studies and hopefully 
this time next year I will be the first member of the 
Whalley clan with a degree! 
All my thanks, Matthew 



Grants awarded 
From Terence Tyler
Hi I’m Terence from Stevenage SG1. Last year 
(2013), at the age of 57, I decided I would very much 
like to start an Open University degree in 
Philosophy and Psychological Studies (Q43), since I 
have a strong interest in how we all think and why 
we do things. Also I know that taking this degree 
course would assist me in entering the political 
arena, of which I now have future ambitions.

When preparing for my first OU module, 
Introduction to the Social Sciences (DD101), which 
is a fascinating module, I noticed on the OU website 
a self-quiz to identify any potential dyslexia issues. 
Since I have always known that my reading speed is 
below average, I decided to take this test. The results 
indicated that I did have a potential issue. This lead 
to a formal Dyslexia Diagnostic Assessment, which 
I needed to fund for myself, which was fine until my 
work contract ended just before the assessment! This 
made finding the money more difficult but rather 
than cancel I decided I really wanted (and needed) to 
know the outcome.

The outcome was that I am indeed moderately 
dyslexic and, currently, the OU Disability Student’s 
Allowance team are in the progress of an incredible 
multitude of assistance measures, which is just 
wonderful!

After a promotion email from the OU, I approached 
the Betty Game Opportunities Trust, to see if they 
could help me. They have kindly and generously 
awarded me a grant to cover over two thirds of the 
cost of my initial diagnostic assessment, which has 
really made a big difference.

Thank you to the Betty Game Opportunities Trust! 
Terence Tyler

Help needed
As ever, we need help with fundraising. We 
would like some volunteers to form a 
fundraising group – not to do all the work, but 
to plan and organise. One excellent fundraiser 
is the annual paper quiz, devised by Pauline 
Maryan. We need people to sell these (£1 each) 
or to find shops and other outlets willing to 
display and sell them.

Stevenage Day
This year, for the first time, the Trust  had a stall 
at Stevenage Day, thanks mainly to Virginia and 
Rodney Cole, who provided the gazebo and 
stayed 'on duty' throughout the event. Thanks 
also to Patricia Haines, Sybil Graham who 
helped to staff the stall. A new banner, balloons 
and a mini word quiz attracted visitors and we 
were able to talk to them about the Trust.  

Next year's Stevenage Day will be on Sunday 
June 7. We learnt a few lessons this year, 
including the need to plan well in advance. If 
we decide to take part again, we will set up 
small committee to do this. If you would like to 
be involved in any way, please contact us as 
soon as possible.  

Forthcoming events
Tea in the Garden, 2.30 – 5pm, Wednesday 
13 August 2014 at 10, Pound Avenue, SG1 3JA. 
Everyone welcome. Hope to have a plant stall 
this year. Looking forward to seeing you.

Birthday Quiz, 7.30 pm Saturday 27 
September, Scarborough Avenue Community 
Centre, Filey Close, SG1 2JW. Tickets £10 from 
1, Drapers Way, Stevenage, SG1 3DT, Tel. 01438-
354171  email bgotrust@virginmedia.com
Price includes fish and chips or vegetarian 
option (state your choice). Bring your own 
drinks. If ordering by post please include SAE.

Tickets will be on sale from 24th August.

mailto:bgotrust@virginmedia.com

