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Grants: Since our last Newsletter, the 
Trust has given another eight grants, 
bringing the total number of students we 
helped in 2015 to twenty-one. We were 
enabled to do this through the generosity of 
our supporters and by donations from 
Stevenage Borough Councillors' local 
budgets and from the Stevenage Community 
Trust. Thank you.

OU Graduation Ceremony, Ely: 
Margaret Ashby and I were honoured to be 
'distinguished guests' at this event on 30th 

May.  We were warmly welcomed by Martin 
Kenward (Assistant Director Student 
Services) and Professor Belinda Tynan (Pro 
Vice-Chancellor), and treated to afternoon 
tea, before donning our gowns and walking 
in procession through the cathedral to our 
seats at the front of the platform.
After handing awards to 264 graduates, 
Professor Tynan emphasised in her address 
that Open University degrees are very much 
a team effort on the part of the students, 
their families, friends and employers.          
Enabling people to study is so important, 
and it was good to be able to tell some of the 
staff and other guests how the Betty Game 
Opportunities Trust has already helped over 
100 students.                          Pauline Maryan

Open  University  graduates  and  guests  relaxing 
before  the  ceremony  at  Ely Cathedral, 30 May 2015

   News from Students: It has been 
    exciting to hear from students who have  
    completed their courses and achieved the 
    degrees they have worked so hard for.
    Fiona sent this on 12 December:-

    Today I graduated from the University of 
     Hertfordshire with a Master of Science 
     (MSc) Social Work with a Distinction. 
    The two year programme was challenging 
    mentally, physically, emotionally and 
    financially. The extra work put in to cope 
    with my dyslexia and the full time    
    placement made for a stressful two years. 
    To add to this I got married in my final    
    year !! 
    The Betty Game Trust stepped in and     
    helped me by easing some of the financial 
    concerns in my first year. I am now a    
    qualified social worker and employed to 
    serve the people in the Dacorum area of 
    Hertfordshire who have a learning    
    disability. 
    I wanted to write to let you know that    
    thanks to your support I have been able to 
    complete my studies. 
       Many thanks, Fiona Brook (was Currey)
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Barclay School Concert: Held on  
 Midsummer Day, June 24, this was a
 most enjoyable event and raised £267 for the 
 Trust. The audience was very impressed by 
 the high standard of the young musicians  
 and we hope to have another concert  
 sometime this year.  
 Our thanks to all involved, especially the 
 performers and their teacher, Christina 
 Luchies and to the technical staff. 

Barclay School young musicians tuning up.
  
Tea in the Garden: Took place, as   
usual, on the second Wednesday in  
August and raised £324 plus some later 
donations. Many thanks to all who helped in 
any way. It has been suggested that we could 
hold this event earlier – perhaps May or 
June, because the garden is full of blossom 
then. Any thoughts or suggestions? M. A.

Floral Quiz: The winner was Ann Brown, 
after a draw. She and Elizabeth Casely both 
scored 67 out of a possible 70. In joint third 
place with 64, were Lea Osborne, our loyal 
supporter in Switzerland, and George 
Skinner, aged 93 3/

4 from Hitchin. Well done. 
Many thanks to our brilliant compiler, 
Pauline Maryan, who is even now working 
on the 2016 Quiz.

Answer sheet attached.

    Birthday Quiz: There were some  
      changes this time. Bob Sage kindly took  
      over as Quizmaster which enabled 
      Mervyn to field a team. We took a brave   
      decision and asked people to bring their  
      own refreshments instead of fish-and- 
      chips. The ticket price was reduced to 
      £7.50. The event made a profit of £502 -    
      £1 more than the previous year! 
      Many thanks to all who helped in any   
      way and especially to our loyal 
      supporters who took part with such good 
      humour.

    The winning team with Quizmaster Bob Sage 
      third from left
               

   Next Event:  Annual General Meeting, 
     2.30 pm, Saturday 23 January at Holy
     Trinity church, High Street,
     Stevenage, SG1 1HT. Come and meet the 
     trustees, hear from some of the students 
     we have supported, see pictures of the  
     past year's activities and enjoy the 
     refreshments. Everyone welcome.

The Betty Game Opportunities Trust
Charity registration number 1133370
1, Drapers Way, Stevenage, Herts. SG1 3DT
Tel. 01438-354171.   
website   www.bgot.org.uk
Email bgotrust@virginmedia.com
Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/bettygameopport
unitiestrust
Trustees: Jim Wilcock (chairman), Margaret 
Ashby, Virginia Cole, Roger Hardman, 
Cliff Ireton, Pat Milliner (Clerk), 
Sharon Taylor, Revd Mervyn Terrett

mailto:bgotrust@virginmedia.com

